
 

 

 

 
 

Application​ ​Terms​ ​and​ ​Conditions 
 

These application terms and conditions (​“terms and conditions”​) set out the eligibility conditions             
for applying for Google's Digital News Initiative Innovation Fund (​“DNI Innovation Fund”​). By             
submitting an application, you accept these terms and conditions. Successful applicants will be             
required to enter into a funding agreement with Google Ireland Limited (​“Funding Agreement”​),             
as​ ​a​ ​condition​ ​of​ ​receiving​ ​the​ ​funding. 

 
In​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions: 

 
● “affiliate” ​means any entity that directly or indirectly controls, is controlled by, or is under               

common​ ​control​ ​with,​ ​a​ ​party; 
● “intellectual property rights” ​means all copyright, moral rights, patent rights, trade and            

service marks, design right, rights in or relating to databases, rights in or relating to               
confidential information (including trade secrets), rights in relation to domain names, and any             
other​ ​intellectual​ ​property​ ​rights​ ​(registered​ ​or​ ​unregistered)​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​world; 

● “project personnel” ​means any employee, consultant, agent, contractor or subcontractor (or           
an employee, consultant, agent, contractor or subcontractor thereof) engaged by you for the             
project; 

● “we”​, ​“us” ​and ​“our” ​means Google Ireland Limited of Gordon House, Barrow Street, Dublin              
4,​ ​Ireland​ ​(​“Google”​); 

● “you”​ ​​and​ ​​“your”​ ​​means​ ​you​ ​in​ ​your​ ​capacity​ ​as​ ​an​ ​applicant; 
● the words ​“include” ​and ​“including” ​will not limit the generality of any words preceding              

them;​ ​and 
● any reference to a ​“third party” ​in these terms and conditions includes your project              

personnel,​ ​affiliates,​ ​collaborators​ ​and​ ​collaborators’​ ​affiliates. 
 

1. ELIGIBILITY​ ​REQUIREMENTS 
 

1.1. To​ ​be​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​funding,​ ​you​ ​must​ ​comply​ ​with​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 
 

1.2. Applicant​ ​requirements​:​ ​to​ ​be​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​funding,​ ​applicants​ ​must​ ​meet​ ​the​ ​following 
requirements: 

 
(a) individual applicants must be resident in the European Union (​“EU”​) or in a European Free               

Trade Association member state (​“EFTA”​) and be 18 years old or over on the date of the                 
application; 

(b) applicants that are associations, academic or non-​profit bodies, partnerships or companies           
(​“Organisations”​)​ ​and​ ​that​ ​are​ ​incorporated​ ​must​ ​be​ ​incorporated​ ​in​ ​the​ ​EU​ ​or​ ​EFTA; 

(c) applicants that are unincorporated Organisations must be registered in the EU or EFTA (or, if               
unregistered,​ ​have​ ​their​ ​principal​ ​place​ ​of​ ​business​ ​there); 

(d) individual applicants must not be employees, officers, or directors of Google or its affiliates (or               
work for Google or its affiliates in any other capacity, including as a contractor or on a                 
temporary basis), or be the immediate family or living in the households of any such persons;                
and 

(e) individual applicants must not be members of the DNI Innovation Fund Project Team or              
Council,​ ​or​ ​be​ ​the​ ​immediate​ ​family​ ​or​ ​living​ ​in​ ​the​ ​households​ ​of​ ​any​ ​such​ ​persons. 
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1.3. Each​ ​applicant​ ​may​ ​only​ ​submit​ ​one​ ​application​ ​in​ ​each​ ​application​ ​round. 
 

1.4. Multiple​ ​applications​ ​for​ ​the​ ​same​ ​project​ ​will​ ​not​ ​be​ ​considered. 
 

1.5. Collaborative project requirements​: where an application is for a project involving a number             
of independent individuals (not including project personnel) or Organisations collaborating          
together, each a ​“collaborator”​, it will be considered a ​“Collaborative Project”​.           
Collaborative Projects may be prototype, medium or large projects and include all projects             
where any party other than the applicant contributes funding or resources to the project. The               
following​ ​additional​ ​restrictions​ ​apply​ ​to​ ​Collaborative​ ​Projects: 

 
(a) one applicant (​“Lead Applicant”​) must be selected to submit the application on behalf of all               

collaborators; 
(b) all​ ​collaborators​ ​must​ ​meet​ ​the​ ​applicant​ ​requirements​ ​set​ ​out​ ​at​ ​clause​ ​1.2; 
(c) the Lead Applicant must obtain the consent of, and all necessary agreements, releases,             

licences,​ ​and​ ​approvals​ ​from,​ ​all​ ​collaborators​ ​before​ ​submitting​ ​the​ ​application; 
(d) the Lead Applicant accepts these terms and conditions, and warrants that it will procure each               

collaborator’s compliance with these terms and conditions and enter into with each            
collaborator a written agreement that is at least as protective of us as these terms and                
conditions (and, in particular, the Lead Applicant's attention is drawn to clause 6 below). The               
Lead Applicant agrees that a breach of these terms and conditions by any collaborator will be                
deemed a breach by the Lead Applicant. We reserve the right to require any or all                
collaborators​ ​to​ ​contract​ ​directly​ ​with​ ​us​ ​prior​ ​to​ ​progressing​ ​an​ ​application; 

(e) applications for Collaborative Projects will be void if the Lead Applicant does not disclose all               
collaborators;​ ​and 

(f) where the application is successful, the Lead Applicant will be required to enter into the               
Funding Agreement as a condition of receiving the funding and will be responsible for (i)               
ensuring that the funding provided is distributed in accordance with the terms of the Funding               
Agreement and (ii) procuring that all collaborators also comply with the terms of the Funding               
Agreement. We reserve the right to require any or all collaborators to also enter into the                
Funding​ ​Agreement​ ​directly. 

 
1.6. Eligible​ ​Projects​:​ ​to​ ​be​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​funding,​ ​projects​ ​must: 

 
(a) be in a pre-​launch phase (for example, at a design or prototype stage). Projects must not                

already​ ​be​ ​launched​ ​and​ ​live​ ​at​ ​the​ ​time​ ​of​ ​application; 
(b) request funding for a maximum duration of two years (prototype projects should preferably be              

limited​ ​to​ ​one​ ​year); 
(c) relate to and promote the development of the online news industry, with a focus on news                

output. Projects for general digital products and services that do not specifically relate to the               
news​ ​industry​ ​(for​ ​example​ ​social​ ​media​ ​or​ ​ads​ ​platforms)​ ​are​ ​not​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​funding; 

(d) for medium and large track projects, clearly demonstrate through measurable indicators the            
project’s potential to create economic value for the applicant’s business (for example a new              
revenue​ ​stream​ ​or​ ​cost​ ​savings); 

(e) have a specific innovative component and involve or promote the production of original             
journalism.​ ​The​ ​following​ ​projects​ ​are,​ ​therefore,​ ​not​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​funding: 

 
● projects that are limited to the creation or publication of content without a specific              

innovative component (for example, projects relating to news coverage only or projects            
merely​ ​translating​ ​news​ ​content​ ​into​ ​other​ ​languages); 
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● education​ ​or​ ​training​ ​projects; 
● upgrades​ ​of​ ​legacy​ ​publishing​ ​systems;​ ​and 
● projects that relate to simply collating or listing data (for example, the publication of job               

listings​ ​or​ ​stock​ ​exchange​ ​data,​ ​or​ ​the​ ​republication​ ​of​ ​newswires​ ​articles); 
 
 

1.7. Projects​ ​can​ ​be​ ​for​ ​use​ ​on​ ​any​ ​electronic​ ​device​ ​(including​ ​connected​ ​TVs​ ​and 
wearables).​ ​There​ ​is​ ​no​ ​requirement​ ​to​ ​use​ ​Google​ ​technology. 

 
1.8. We will, acting in our absolute discretion, use these eligibility requirements to decide which              

applications to accept or reject. You acknowledge and agree that the final decision of who is                
eligible is not open to negotiation or dispute. There is no obligation for us to review                
applications​ ​that​ ​do​ ​not​ ​comply​ ​with​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
2. FUNDING​ ​TRACKS​ ​AND​ ​CAPS 

 
2.1. Applications will be allocated to funding tracks according to the amount of funding requested.              

The​ ​funding​ ​tracks​ ​are​ ​as​ ​follows: 
 

(a) up​ ​to​ ​(and​ ​including)​ ​€50,000:​ ​fast​ ​track​ ​for​ ​prototypes; 
(b) above​ ​€50,000​ ​up​ ​to​ ​(and​ ​including)​ ​€300,000:​ ​medium​ ​track;​ ​and 
(c) above​ ​€300,000​ ​up​ ​to​ ​(and​ ​including)​ ​€1,000,000:​ ​large​ ​track. 

 
These funding tracks levels may be varied by us in our absolute discretion. The exact amount                
of funding provided by us for any project will be determined by us acting in our absolute                 
discretion. 

 
2.2. Except for Collaborative Project applications, individuals and Organisations comprised of just           

one​ ​individual​ ​may​ ​only​ ​apply​ ​to​ ​the​ ​fast​ ​track​ ​for​ ​prototypes. 
 

2.3. Subject to clause 5 (Eligible Expenses and Payment) and a maximum of €50,000, projects that               
are awarded funding in the fast track for prototypes will receive funding of up to 100% of the                  
overall​ ​cost​ ​of​ ​the​ ​relevant​ ​project. 

 
2.4. Subject to clauses 5 (Eligible Expenses and Payment) and 2.5, projects that are awarded              

funding​ ​in​ ​the​ ​medium​ ​and​ ​large​ ​tracks​ ​will​ ​receive: 
 

(a) a​ ​minimum​ ​of​ ​€50,000;​ ​and 
(b) subject​ ​to​ ​that​ ​minimum,​ ​a​ ​maximum​ ​of​ ​the​ ​lower​ ​of​ ​(i)​ ​70%​ ​of​ ​the​ ​overall​ ​costs​ ​of​ ​the​ ​relevant 

project​ ​and​ ​(ii)​ ​€300,000​ ​for​ ​medium​ ​track​ ​projects​ ​or​ ​€1,000,000​ ​for​ ​large​ ​track​ ​projects. 
 

2.5. Notwithstanding clause 2.4, we may, acting in our absolute discretion, award more than 70%              
of the overall costs and/or more than €1,000,000 to (i) large Collaborative Projects or (ii) large                
projects​ ​that​ ​significantly​ ​benefit​ ​the​ ​broad​ ​news​ ​ecosystem. 

 
2.6. When determining the overall project costs for the purpose of clauses 2.4 and 2.5, any funding                

not provided by us must also entirely or predominantly be spent on eligible expenses (as set                
out at clause 5.2). To the extent that any non​-eligible expenses are included in your               
assessment of the proportion of overall project costs that will not be funded by us, this must be                  
agreed​ ​by​ ​us​ ​in​ ​writing​ ​in​ ​advance​ ​(at​ ​our​ ​sole​ ​discretion). 
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3. APPLICATION​ ​AND​ ​SELECTION​ ​PROCESS 

 
3.1. The application rounds and indicative application timetable (including indicative timeframes for           

decision​ making) will be set out on our website at ​www.digitalnewsinitiative.com. We may add              
further application rounds (or withdraw rounds) and amend all indicative timeframes at our             
absolute​ ​discretion. 

 
3.2. We may require additional information from you to properly assess your application. We will              

then contact you using the contact details provided by you to request (i) an interview to discuss                 
your application and/or (ii) that you provide further supporting documentation. If you are unable              
to comply with such request within the reasonable time frame requested by us, your              
application​ ​will​ ​be​ ​rejected. 

 
3.3. We will contact both successful and unsuccessful applicants at the email address provided by              

you in your application form. We will not be obliged to provide feedback on unsuccessful               
applications​ ​but​ ​may​ ​do​ ​so​ ​(in​ ​our​ ​absolute​ ​discretion)​ ​where​ ​we​ ​deem​ ​appropriate. 

 
3.4. Applications may be submitted until the closing date for the relevant application window.             

Applications submitted after this deadline will be rejected and should be re​submitted it in the               
next application round. We will not be responsible for any late, lost, incomplete, corrupted,              
damaged​ ​or​ ​otherwise​ ​illegible​ ​applications​ ​and​ ​such​ ​applications​ ​will​ ​be​ ​void. 

 
3.5. Applications must be in English and submitted through the web form at             

www.digitalnewsinitiative.com/fund/apply​. 
 

3.6. We may (in our absolute discretion) reject any application where we believe that we are               
prohibited from working with any relevant applicant or collaborator. We reserve the right to              
screen each applicant and collaborator against any applicable government sanctions list in            
order​ ​to​ ​verify​ ​eligibility​ ​and,​ ​by​ ​making​ ​this​ ​application,​ ​you​ ​agree​ ​that​ ​we​ ​may​ ​do​ ​so. 

 
3.7. We may (in our absolute discretion) withdraw our offer to you if either: (i) we do not receive a                   

response from you within 45 days of us making an offer of funding to you, or (ii) you have not                    
entered into a Funding Agreement with us within 6 months of us making an offer of funding to                  
you. 

 
4. SELECTION​ ​CRITERIA 

 
4.1. Projects​ ​will​ ​be​ ​evaluated​ ​against​ ​three​ ​main​ ​criteria: 

 
(a) impact​ ​on​ ​the​ ​news​ ​ecosystem; 
(b) innovation​ ​/​ ​use​ ​of​ ​technology;​ ​and 
(c) feasibility. 

 
4.2. Impact on the news ecosystem ​assesses how much the proposal addresses digital            

opportunities in original journalism or the improvement of business models in the news             
ecosystem.​ ​Preferred​ ​projects​ ​will: 

 
(a) be​ ​focused​ ​on​ ​a​ ​particular​ ​project​ ​rather​ ​than​ ​on​ ​a​ ​broad​ ​digital​ ​agenda; 
(b) demonstrate the potential for a significant impact on the issue(s) addressed and the news              
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ecosystem’s economic sustainability (for example, through the addition of new revenue           
streams​ ​or​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​of​ ​new​ ​assets); 

(c) be collaborative with other industry players (for example, involve a consortium of publishers,             
national​ ​or​ ​international​ ​associations,​ ​individuals​ ​and​ ​journalists);​ ​and 

(d) be from applicants with a pre​existing involvement in the news industry or that employ at least                
one​ ​professional​ ​journalist​ ​who​ ​can​ ​evidence​ ​a​ ​previous​ ​contribution​ ​to​ ​the​ ​news​ ​industry. 

 
4.3. Innovation / use of technology ​assesses the degree to which technology and innovation play a               

central​ ​role​ ​in​ ​the​ ​project.​ ​Preferred​ ​projects​ ​will: 
 

(a) use​ ​technology​ ​in​ ​innovative​ ​ways;​ ​and 
(b) be transformative to the applicant (the applicant’s starting point will be taken into             

consideration). 
 

4.4. Feasibility ​assesses the project’s likelihood of success and economic sustainability after the            
funding​ ​period.​ ​Preferred​ ​projects​ ​will: 

 
(a) have​ ​a​ ​sound​ ​business​ ​plan​ ​or​ ​clearly​ ​outline​ ​key​ ​performance​ ​indicators​ ​or​ ​metrics; 
(b) set​ ​out​ ​key​ ​risks​ ​and​ ​how​ ​to​ ​mitigate​ ​them;​ ​and 
(c) reflect​ ​a​ ​project​ ​poised​ ​for​ ​successful​ ​execution. 

 
4.5. Projects that have already secured funding from private investors or public subsidies are             

welcomed.​ ​Such​ ​funding​ ​may​ ​help​ ​demonstrate​ ​early​ ​interest​ ​in​ ​a​ ​project’s​ ​innovative​ ​nature. 
 

4.6. The DNI Innovation Fund is intended to benefit the whole news industry, so we will aim to                 
distribute funds broadly. For Organisations sitting within a larger group structure, we are             
unlikely to fund more than 3 projects per Organisation group per application round.             
Organisation​ ​groups​ ​are​ ​therefore​ ​encouraged​ ​to​ ​focus​ ​their​ ​applications​ ​on​ ​favoured​ ​projects. 

 
4.7. Selection of the successful projects will be at our absolute discretion. We do not guarantee               

that​ ​any​ ​application​ ​will​ ​be​ ​successful. 
 

4.8. We reserve the right to refuse funding for any project that we determine, in our absolute                
discretion, contains or relates to offensive, obscene, pornographic, defamatory or threatening           
content. 

 
4.9. We intend to publicise our activities in relation to the DNI Innovation Fund (whether to publicise                

the Digital News Initiative, or our activities more generally), including by publicising which             
projects and applicants we offer funding to. You agree it is a condition of your application that                 
we may publicise, including at events, in speeches, in our annual report, through social media,               
and in any medium online or offline: (i) ​aggregated data showing how the DNI Innovation Fund                
has been awarded, including by project type, industry sector and location; and (ii)             
project-specific information, including the names and location of applicants and collaborators,           
the funds awarded and a description of the project and/or project title. ​You grant to us and our                  
affiliates a non-​exclusive, worldwide, perpetual, irrevocable, transferable, sub​licensable, fully         
paid-​up and royalty-​free licence to use your trade names, trade marks, logos and other              
distinctive brand features for this purpose. We will aim to inform you in advance of any such                 
publication. 
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5. ELIGIBLE​ ​EXPENSES​ ​AND​ ​PAYMENT 
 

5.1. Funding is conditional on successful applicants entering into a Funding Agreement with us.             
This Funding Agreement will contain more details about eligible expenses, payment timelines            
and other obligations that you must adhere to. We have summarized some of these conditions               
below.​ ​The​ ​Funding​ ​Agreement​ ​will​ ​supersede​ ​the​ ​terms​ ​of​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
5.2. Funding​ ​may​ ​only​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​meet​ ​eligible​ ​expenses,​ ​which,​ ​subject​ ​to​ ​clause​ ​5.4,​ ​include: 

 
(a) the​ ​payment​ ​of​ ​project​ ​personnel​ ​for​ ​their​ ​work​ ​on​ ​the​ ​project; 
(b) engineering​ ​costs​ ​and​ ​the​ ​purchase​ ​or​ ​licensing​ ​of​ ​any​ ​equipment,​ ​tools,​ ​hardware,​ ​software​ ​and​ ​other 

assets​ ​or​ ​materials​ ​needed​ ​to​ ​work​ ​on​ ​the​ ​project​ ​(including​ ​in​ ​relation​ ​to​ ​product​ ​development,​ ​project 
management,​ ​user​ ​experience​ ​design,​ ​database​ ​build​ ​and​ ​maintenance,​ ​and​ ​hosting);​ ​and 

(c) marketing​ ​expenses​ ​(up​ ​to​ ​a​ ​maximum​ ​of​ ​20%​ ​of​ ​the​ ​total​ ​funding​ ​granted), 
 
or​ ​as​ ​otherwise​ ​agreed​ ​by​ ​us​ ​in​ ​writing. 
 

5.3. Without prejudice to our broad discretion in fund allocation, we will review proposed eligible              
expenses and adjust accordingly the funding offered if, acting in our absolute discretion, we              
determine​ ​that​ ​you​ ​have​ ​overestimated​ ​the​ ​eligible​ ​expenses. 

 
5.4. Funding may not be spent on: (i) general and overhead costs such as office rental, furniture                

and travel expenses; (ii) costs and expenses connected with registering, protecting, defending            
or monetising any intellectual property rights you may have (or that you may obtain through               
registration) including payments to any personnel engaged in such activities, or (iii) expenses             
or​ ​liabilities​ ​incurred​ ​before​ ​the​ ​date​ ​on​ ​which​ ​the​ ​parties​ ​enter​ ​into​ ​a​ ​Funding​ ​Agreement. 

 
5.5. We may release funding to successful applicants in instalments, in accordance with any             

payment milestones we deem appropriate in our absolute discretion. We reserve the right to              
monitor​ ​and​ ​audit​ ​all​ ​successful​ ​projects​ ​to​ ​track​ ​funding​ ​use. 

 
5.6. We will only allocate funding where this is permitted under applicable laws. You are              

responsible for complying with (and you will procure the compliance of all project personnel              
and collaborators with) all applicable laws in respect of receiving the funding, including (i) all               
applicable commercial and public anti-​bribery laws, (ii) export laws and trade sanctions            
regulations; (iii) competition laws; (iv) intellectual property laws; (v) tax laws; and (vi) all local               
laws in the country in which you or any project personnel or collaborator resides, is registered,                
is​ ​incorporated​ ​or​ ​operates,​ ​as​ ​applicable. 

 
6. INTELLECTUAL​ ​PROPERTY​ ​RIGHTS 

 
6.1. Except as expressly provided herein, as between you and us, you retain ownership of your               

intellectual property rights in and to your application and any subsequent information or             
materials provided to us by you or on your behalf as part of the application process                
(collectively, ​“Application Materials”​). Nothing in these terms and conditions or the Funding            
Agreement grants you or any project personnel or collaborator (or their or your affiliates) any               
rights​ ​to​ ​or​ ​interest​ ​in​ ​any​ ​intellectual​ ​property​ ​rights​ ​of​ ​Google​ ​or​ ​its​ ​affiliates. 

 
6.2. You agree that any Application Materials provided to us by you or on your behalf may be used                  

by ​us and our affiliates in accordance with these terms and conditions, including​: (i) to assess                
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your application, (ii) if your application is successful, to provide funding under the Funding              
Agreement, (iii) in any publicity in accordance with clause 4.9, and (iv) to otherwise perform               
our rights and obligations under these terms and conditions (including to assess your ongoing              
compliance with these terms and conditions). We will not use your Application Materials in any               
other way. You warrant that: (a) you have obtained and will maintain all necessary              
agreements, releases, licences, and approvals, including from any project personnel and           
collaborators (and including, where appropriate, a waiver of any relevant ‘moral rights)’, to             
execute the project and to disclose the Application Materials to us for the purposes set out in                 
these terms and conditions; and (b) the execution of the project and provision of the               
Application Materials to us will not infringe any third party rights (including intellectual property              
rights)​ ​or​ ​put​ ​you​ ​in​ ​breach​ ​of​ ​any​ ​confidentiality​ ​obligations. 

 
6.3. Notwithstanding clauses 6.1 and 6.2, you acknowledge that Google, its affiliates, and its and              

their directors, officers, employees and contractors (including members of the DNI Innovation            
Fund Project Team or Council) may independently (i) create, develop or purchase products,             
services, information or materials, or (ii) work on, sponsor or commission projects, related to or               
similar​ ​to​ ​the​ ​subject​ ​matter​ ​of​ ​your​ ​application. 

 
6.4. You agree to indemnify Google, its affiliates, and its and their directors, officers, employees,              

contractors (including members of the DNI Innovation Fund Project Team and Council) and             
users against any liabilities, costs, claims, losses, damages or expenses (including reasonable            
legal fees) suffered or incurred in relation to a claim from a third party that your application or                  
the use or reproduction of any Application Materials (including in any publicity as anticipated              
herein)​ ​infringes​ ​or​ ​misappropriates​ ​any​ ​third​ ​party​ ​rights​ ​(including​ ​intellectual​ ​property​ ​rights). 

 
6.5. Notwithstanding the generality of clause 11.15 ​and without prejudice to the limitations set out              

at clause 8​, you agree that your sole remedy for any (actual or alleged) infringement or misuse                 
of intellectual property rights related to information provided to us by you, or on your behalf, in                 
relation to these terms and conditions (whether t​hrough your application or otherwise) (in each              
case an "​IP Claim​"), s​hall be a claim for breach of contract under these terms and conditions                 
in the English courts. You agree that you will not (and you will procure that any project                 
personnel and collaborators, and their and your affiliates will not) bring any IP Claim in any                
other​ ​forum.  

 
6.6. You acknowledge and agree that the restriction on your remedies under clause 6.5 is              

reasonable and necessary in order to allow us to receive information from entities that may not                
be our approved and vetted suppliers or partners. Without such restriction, our ability to              
engage with such entities and operate the DNI Innovation Fund efficiently would be severely              
restricted. 

 
7. CONFIDENTIALITY 

 
7.1. For​ ​the​ ​purposes​ ​of​ ​this​ ​clause: 

 
(a) “Confidential Information” ​means information disclosed by (or on behalf of) one party to the              

other party under these terms and conditions, and that is marked as confidential or would               
normally be considered confidential information under the circumstances. It does not include            
information that the recipient already knew, that becomes public through no fault of the              
recipient, that was independently developed by the recipient, or that was rightfully given to the               
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recipient​ ​by​ ​a​ ​third​ ​party​ ​without​ ​confidentiality​ ​obligations;​ ​and 
 

(b) “Business Sensitive Information” ​means Confidential Information relating to you, any          
collaborator or any other third party that is highly sensitive such that disclosure to a competitor                
would​ ​cause​ ​substantial​ ​harm​ ​to​ ​you​ ​(or​ ​your​ ​collaborator​ ​or​ ​other​ ​third​ ​party). 
 

7.2. The recipient of Confidential Information will not disclose that Confidential Information, except            
to affiliates, employees, contractors (including members of the DNI Project Team and Council),             
agents, professional advisors, project personnel and collaborators (​“Delegates”​) who need to           
know it and who have a legal obligation to keep it confidential. The recipient will use the other                  
party’s Confidential Information only to exercise rights and fulfill obligations under these terms             
and conditions. The recipient will ensure that its Delegates are also subject to the same               
non-disclosure and use obligations. The recipient may disclose Confidential Information when           
required by law after giving reasonable notice to the discloser, if permitted by law. ​The               
recipient may also disclose Confidential Information during the course of litigation, so long as              
the disclosure is restricted in the same manner as is the confidential information of other               
litigating​ ​parties​. 

 
7.3. You agree that you should not need to disclose Business Sensitive Information to us in               

connection with these terms and conditions. If you wish to disclose Business Sensitive             
Information to us then you must first notify us in writing and such disclosure may only take                 
place with our prior written consent and in accordance with our reasonable directions. You will               
keep any disclosure of such information to a minimum and label such information as being               
"Highly​ ​Confidential"​ ​at​ ​the​ ​time​ ​of​ ​disclosure. 

 
8. LIMITATION​ ​OF​ ​LIABILITY 

 
8.1. In​ ​this​ ​clause​ ​8,​ ​​“liable”​ ​​and​ ​​“liability”​ ​​means​ ​any​ ​liability,​ ​whether​ ​under​ ​contract,​ ​tort,​ ​or 

otherwise,​ ​including​ ​for​ ​negligence. 
 

8.2. Subject to clause 8.5 we will not be liable under these terms and conditions for any special,                 
indirect or consequential losses suffered or incurred by you or any third party (including in               
relation to the rejection of your application or otherwise arising in connection with the              
application and selection process), whether or not such losses were within the contemplation             
of​ ​the​ ​parties​ ​at​ ​the​ ​date​ ​of​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
8.3. Subject to clause 8.5, each party's total liability arising out of or relating to these terms and                 

conditions​ ​is​ ​limited​ ​to​ ​€10,000. 
 

8.4. Any analysis, criticism, ideas, statements or other comments that are provided by us or by the                
DNI Innovation Fund Project Team or Council members about the project or its development              
are not intended to be specific advice or recommendations about the development of the              
project, your business, any third party’s business or otherwise and should not be treated as               
such. We will not be liable to you or any third party for any reliance that you or any third party                     
place upon, or actions that you or any third party take as a result of, any such analysis,                  
criticism,​ ​ideas,​ ​statements​ ​or​ ​other​ ​comments. 

 
8.5. Nothing in these terms and conditions will exclude or limit either party’s liability for: (i) death or                 

personal injury caused by the negligence of that party or its servants, agents or employees, (ii)                
fraud or fraudulent misrepresentation, (iii) your obligations in relation to the indemnity at clause              
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6.4; (v) your obligations in relation to clause 6.5; (vi) breach by you of clause 9.1; or (vii) any                   
other​ ​liability​ ​that​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​excluded​ ​or​ ​limited​ ​under​ ​applicable​ ​law. 

 
9. PRIVACY 

9.1. You acknowledge that we may collect, store, share and otherwise use personal information             
provided by you or on your behalf as part of your application (​“Applicant PI”​). By making this                 
application, you confirm that you comply in all respects with applicable data protection laws and               
have sought and obtained all necessary consents from anyone whose personal information is             
provided to us in connection with your application to be processed by us in accordance with                
these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
9.2. We will process all Applicant PI in accordance with these terms and conditions (including for               

the purpose of assessing your application and contacting you as set out in clause 3). As part of                  
the assessment of your application and administration of the DNI Innovation Fund, we may              
provide Applicant PI to our affiliates, service providers or other trusted businesses to process it               
on our behalf based on our instructions and in compliance with appropriate confidentiality and              
security​ ​measures. 

 
9.3. You agree that Applicant PI may be transferred outside your country of residence /              

incorporation / registration / principal place of business and outside the European Economic             
Area, including to the United States. Such other countries may not have privacy laws and               
regulations similar to those of your country of residence / incorporation / registration / principal               
place​ ​of​ ​business. 

 
9.4. You have the right to request access, review, rectification or deletion of Applicant PI held by                

Google​ ​in​ ​connection​ ​with​ ​your​ ​application​ ​by​ ​writing​ ​to​ ​Google​ ​at​ ​​​ ​​dnifund@google.com​. 
 

10. RIGHT​ ​TO​ ​CANCEL,​ ​MODIFY​ ​OR​ ​DISQUALIFY 
 

10.1.We reserve the right in our absolute discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend the DNI                
Innovation​ ​Fund​ ​or​ ​cancel​ ​or​ ​amend​ ​the​ ​terms​ ​of​ ​the​ ​application​ ​process​ ​at​ ​any​ ​time​ ​including: 

 
(a) if the DNI Innovation Fund is not capable of running as planned, for example because of                

tampering, unauthorized intervention, fraud, technical failures, printing errors, or any other           
causes which corrupt or affect the administration, security, fairness, integrity, or proper conduct             
of​ ​the​ ​DNI​ ​Innovation​ ​Fund;​ ​and 

(b) in​ ​the​ ​event​ ​of​ ​circumstances​ ​beyond​ ​Google's​ ​reasonable​ ​control. 
 

10.2. We reserve the right in our absolute discretion to disqualify and/or refuse further applications              
from any applicant: (a) who tampers with the application process or any other part of the DNI                 
Innovation Fund or the DNI Innovation Fund website; (b) who submits harmful or abusive              
material (including any virus or malicious code) to Google or any Google director, officer,              
employee or contractor (including via the DNI Innovation Fund email alias); or (c) whose              
conduct is contrary to the spirit of these terms and conditions or the intention of the DNI                 
Innovation Fund. We may declare as void any or all applications based on such conduct and                
we​ ​reserve​ ​the​ ​right​ ​to​ ​seek​ ​damages​ ​to​ ​the​ ​fullest​ ​extent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​applicable​ ​law. 
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11. GENERAL 
 

11.1. We assume no responsibility for any unsuccessful applications or for any claims, demands or              
proceedings​ ​against​ ​you​ ​or​ ​any​ ​third​ ​party​ ​regarding​ ​the​ ​content​ ​of​ ​your​ ​application​ ​or​ ​project. 

 
11.2. If any of the details set out on your application form change after your application form has                 

been submitted (including if you experience a change of control, for example through a stock               
purchase or sale, merger, or other form of corporate transaction) then you must, within 30               
days of such change, notify us at ​dnifund@google.com​. We reserve the right to require you to                
resubmit your application in the next application round if, in our absolute discretion, we              
consider​ ​that​ ​you​ ​have​ ​made​ ​a​ ​significant​ ​change​ ​to​ ​your​ ​application​ ​request. 

 
11.3. Except by Google to its affiliates, neither party may assign any part of these terms and                

conditions​ ​without​ ​the​ ​written​ ​consent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​other. 
 

11.4. Google may use its affiliates, consultants, and contractors in connection with the performance             
of its obligations and exercise of its rights under these terms and conditions, provided that               
those​ ​parties​ ​are​ ​subject​ ​to​ ​the​ ​same​ ​obligations​ ​as​ ​Google. 

 
11.5. Neither party will be liable for failure or delay in performance to the extent caused by                

circumstances​ ​beyond​ ​its​ ​reasonable​ ​control. 
 

11.6. Neither party will be treated as having waived any rights by not exercising (or delaying the                
exercise​ ​of)​ ​any​ ​rights​ ​under​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
11.7. These terms and conditions do not create any agency, partnership or joint venture between              

the​ ​parties​ ​or​ ​between​ ​Google​ ​and​ ​any​ ​collaborator​ ​or​ ​project​ ​personnel. 
 

11.8. These terms and conditions do not confer any benefits on any third party unless they               
expressly​ ​state​ ​otherwise. 

 
11.9. Subject to clause 8.5(ii), these terms and conditions set out all terms agreed between the               

parties and supersede all other agreements between the parties relating to the subject matter              
of these terms and conditions. In entering into these terms and conditions neither party has               
relied on, and neither party will have any right or remedy based on, any statement,               
representation or warranty (whether made negligently or innocently), except those expressly           
set​ ​out​ ​in​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 

 
11.10. If any term (or part of a term) of these terms and conditions is invalid, illegal or                 

unenforceable,​ ​the​ ​rest​ ​of​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​will​ ​remain​ ​in​ ​effect. 
 

11.11. All sums and calculations referenced in these terms and conditions are in Euro (€). If any                
sum needs to be converted into another currency, Google will use the exchange rate              
published​ ​by​ ​a​ ​reputable​ ​third​ ​party. 

 
11.12. Unless otherwise agreed with Google, all funding shall be paid in Euro (€) and shall be                

payable only to a bank account in the name of the applicant or Lead Applicant which is                 
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capable of receiving Euro payments. Expenses related to the receipt of funding (including             
bank​ ​charges​ ​and​ ​currency​ ​exchange​ ​fees)​ ​shall​ ​not​ ​be​ ​reimbursed​ ​by​ ​Google. 

 
11.13. You will make commercially reasonable and good faith efforts to comply with our anti-​bribery              

due​ ​diligence​ ​process​ ​if​ ​so​ ​requested,​ ​including​ ​by​ ​providing​ ​requested​ ​information. 
 

11.14. If these terms and conditions are translated into any other language, and there is a               
discrepancy between the English text and the text of the other language, the English text will                
govern. 

 
11.15. These terms and conditions are governed by English law and the parties submit to the               

exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts in relation to any dispute (contractual or             
non-​contractual)​ ​concerning​ ​these​ ​terms​ ​and​ ​conditions. 
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